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Fw: Harrisburg Patriot News Article FYI 
William Arguto to: Ellen Schmitt 02/03/2012 07:45 AM 
Cc: KarenD Johnson 

From: William Arguto/R3/USEPA/US 

To: Ellen Schmitt/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 

Cc: KarenD Johnson/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 

Ellen, Karen 

Paul forwarded the information below re the arsenic sample. 

Bill 
----- Forwarded by William Arguto/R3/USEPA/US on 02/03/2012 07:43 AM -----

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Paul.Zielinski@amwater.com 
William Arguto/R3/USEPA/US@EPA 
02/02/2012 10:33 PM 
Harrisburg Patriot News Article FYI 

Bill - this was the second story released by the media after their initial publication. It 
contains information we have from Cabot. and has our response to the arsenic allegation for 
our Montrose system. Thought you might like to see this. 

Paul Zielinski 
Sr. Director - Water Quality and Environmental Compliance 
Pennsylvania American Water Company 
800 West Hersheypark Drive 
Hershey, PA 17033 
Phone: 717-531-3308 
Fax: 717-531-3314 
Internal PAWC Phone: 7-300-3308 
Email: Paul.Zielinski@amwater.com 

Source for Dimock's emergency water disputes Cabot arsenic claim 
' 

Published: Thursday, February 02, 2012, 3:57 PM Updated: Thursday, February 02, 2012, 4:16 
PM 
By DONALD GILLILAND, The Patriot-News The Patriot-News 

Another party has entered the protracted squabble over the Environmental Protection Agency's 
decision to do its own tests of water in Dimock, allegedly fouled by Cabot Oil & Gas drilling in 
the Marcellus Shale. 

Pennsylvania American Water has countered Cabot's recent claim that arsenic readings came 
from the Pennsylvania American public water supply in Montrose rather than the water in 
Dimock. . 
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'· 
"We test for arsenic in all of our water systems," said Susan Turcmanovich, spokeswoman for 
Pennsylvania American Water. 

"We have had no detection of arsenic in any of our tests" since at least 2006, she said. 

And Turcmanovich clarified: "no detection means zero." 

"Any detection at all would be listed on our water quality report, and anything above 1 Oug/L 
would require public notification," she said~ 

Turcmanovich supplied several years of reports to verify her claim. 

The EPA recently issued a letter in response to Cabot, but it did not address the specific claim 
that some of the samples it relied on for its decision did not come from Dimock. 

Cabot spokesman George Stark said the information the company has on the tests - which were 
apparently done by Dimock residents - indicates "that the water they tested was not from their 
well- it was from the water that was provided to them. The reading was what it was." 

Turcmanovich, who has been attempting to correct stories in several newspapers around the state 
that reported on Cabot's criticism of the EPA, said Thursday, "We did learn that the sample 
Cabot is referring to was taken from a water buffalo providing potable water to one of the 
residences in Dimock." 

She said, "That water·was taken by a private contractor from a service in our system, transported 
to the residence, and then placed in the water buffalo. We are likewise reaching out to Cabot"with 
numerous questions regarding the sampling, lab testing; and the contractor hauling the water." 

Stark said, "This is what is really frustrating when you use one data point to create a conclusion. 
We're trying to show it's an error because it doesn't even come from their ground water." 
Pennsylvania regulators ·held-Cabot responsible for methane migrating into the water supply, but 
said no chemical from drilling had contaminated the water. A subsequent independent study by 
researchers at Duke University confirmed that finding. Some resident in Dimock, however, 
believe otherwise and have been petitioning the EPA to intervene. 

The EPA recently announced it would do its own testing, and said it would supply emergency 
water to four homes where tests raised concerns. The water being supplied to those residents 
come from the Pennsylvania American Water system in Montrose. 
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